
To: 
Principal Secretary, Health and Family Welfare Government of Tamil Nadu 
Email: hfsec@tn.gov.in  

Hon’ble Minister, Health & Family Welfare Government of Tamil Nadu 
Email: minister_health@tn.gov.in  

The District Collector, Chennai 
Fourth Floor, No.62, Rajaji Salai, George Town Chennai 600001 
Email: collrchn@tn.gov.in  

The Member Secretary 
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board 76, Mount Salai. Guindy 
Chennai 600015 
Email: tnpcb-chn@gov.in  

District Environmental Engineer Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board Ambattur, Chennai 
Email: deeambattur@gmail.com  

The Principal Secretary (Environment and Forests Department) Government of Tamilnadu 
Secretariat, Chennai 600009 
Email: forsec@tn.gov.in  

Copy To: 
Chief Minister’s Cell  
Email: cmcell@tn.gov.in  

Date : 03/01/2022  

Respected Sir/Madam,  

Subject: TNPCB warning of Pollution by ETPS Ignored – ETPS Expansion proposed in over-
polluted Ennore – COVID Omicron scare – Cancel Public Hearing, Withdraw Project.  

We write as civil society organizations and citizens of Chennai concerned about our present 
pollution and health situation and our children’s future to ask you to cancel the public hearing for 
the 660MW Ennore Thermal Power Station (expansion) project. A public hearing is meant to 
provide an equal opportunity for all interested persons to participate and air their views on the 
proposed project. Many of us are keen to participate in the public hearing if the government fails 
to heed our demand that over-polluted north Chennai should not be targeted with further 
pollution. The rising concern over Omicron cases, and the government’s own cautionary directives 
warning against large gatherings, throws in question the usefulness of a public hearing at this 
juncture as it will deny an opportunity to participate to at-risk populations including unvaccinated 
and the elderly people and those whose health is compromised due to pollution from existing 
industries and power plants.  

Please find enclosed an agenda note (Annexure 1) tabled at the Chennai Metropolitan 
Development Authority in November 2018. The note contains a mention of TNPCB’s warning that 



the proposed power plant poses a pollution threat to residents who are to be relocated to the 
6877 slum resettlement flats built on Tamil Nadu Housing Board lands in Ernavur. This note is an 
admission by TNPCB that ETPS is a threat to the health of residents, not just of those proposed to 
be moved there, but people who are already resident there. We are deeply saddened that neither 
CMDA, nor TNPCB, nor those in the government that are supposed to care for our health feel 
that going ahead with this project is an act of social discrimination. Why is the government 
ignoring our health? Will it treat the residents of the elite localities in Chennai with the same 
disdain?  

North Chennai, with its higher than average proportion of SC/MBC communities, has continuously 
been targeted with toxic facilities including 34 red category industries wherein no new 
environmental and health burden by further industrial proposals is the need of the hour. Cleaning 
up the already polluted air sheds and ash choked Ennore backwaters will be the just direction by 
the government and regulatory bodies in order to make the already pollution-impacted area a 
livable place.  

At a time when existing residents are demanding cleaner air, water and environment, the 
government’s move of adding to the pollution and bringing 6877 families of urban poor to a 
polluted zone is not correct.  

We request you to kindly cancel the Public Hearing and the polluting ETPS expansion project. 
Tamil Nadu has made great strides in social justice. This government should ensure that this 
tradition is strengthened.  

Thank You,  



Annexure 2  

Youth Groups/Associations’ Endorsements 

S.No Group Name Representative Contact 

1.  Chennai Climate Action Group Prasanth J 9176463032 

2.  Save Ennore Creek Campaign Nityanand Jayaraman 9444082401 

3.  Poovulagin Nanbargal G. Sundarrajan 9841031730 

4.  Chennai Solidarity Group Archanaa Seker 9840523235 

5.  Coastal Resource Centre Pooja Kumar 9791122180 

6.  Visai Saravanan 7401050426 

7.  Zenith Tuition Centre Logeshwaran 9445736981 

8.  Let Chennai Breathe Karthik Gunasekaran  8939138207 

9.  Singaravelar padipagam  Bhagath Singh 9444153558 

10.  Dr Ambedkar Narpani Manram Vetri 9962804800 

11.  XR Chennai  Madhav Nair Ramesh 9445880247 

12.  Trash Troopers Paul Pradeep CN 9841166554 

13.  Valasai Venghais Kandhaswamy 9840542442 

14.  Sevagan Foundation Meshack Dsilva 9840882328 

15.  Project Living Cities  Rohit 98848 80810 

16.  VidhaiVidhaipom Padmapriya S 7010932723 

17.  Young People for Politics Akalya V 9787564890 

18.  Kaani Nilam (Ek potlee ret ki) Radhika Ganesh 7727855512 

19.  Life on Land Kirubakaran K 86108 74489 

20.  Dulkal Library Karthikeyan 8825773907 

21.  Pasumai Kanchi Vignesh 8189817695 
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